
Commission Junction:  

Sign Up as a Publisher 

Commission Junction is one of the largest and best known affiliate networks. This is a 

good place to look for potential affiliate partners.  

You can sign up for free as a Publisher. Commission Junction has you apply for a 

Publisher account. Set aside some time when you are ready to fill out the application. 

The document steps you through the application process. You may want to read it 

through beforehand so you will be better prepared to answer the questions in the 

application. It will also help you find things more quickly.  

Before getting started, gather the information below. You will need it to complete your 

application.  

1. Select the website or newsletter you will use for affiliate marketing. You can add 

more websites later. 

2. Have your website URL and a brief description ready. 

3. If your website is already up, make a note of how many unique visitors you have 

each month. Don’t worry if you don’t yet have many visitors. You can still become 

a Publisher. 

4. Have your contact and company information handy. If you don’t have a company, 

you will simply use your name. 

5. Decide how you want to be paid. You can select check or direct deposit. For 

check, you simply provide the name to go on the check and your preferred 

currency. For direct deposit, you will need to supply:  

a. Bank country and currency 

b. Bank name 

c. Account holder’s name 

d. Account type (checking or savings) 

e. Account number 

f. Routing number/sort code 
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If you are not sure what these are, have a bank statement and one of your checks 

nearby. The application screen has illustrations showing where to find requested 

information 

6. Decide on the category and sub-category for the types of Advertiser links you 

plan to use on your website. Once your application is approved you are free to 

search any and all categories for Advertisers. Look at the list below for a sample 

of the kinds of Advertisers you will find at Commission Junction. 
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Now that you have your information ready, we will look at how to apply to become a 

Publisher. 

Start by going to the Commission Junction website at http://www.cj.com 

When you first get there, you will see a page that looks like this: 

 

 

Commission Junction acts as a middleman between two groups. Advertisers have 

products or services to sell. Publishers attract customers and refer them to Advertisers 

to complete the sale. Advertisers are responsible for billing, delivering the 

product/service, and customer service. They pay the Publisher a commission when the 

terms of their agreement has been met.  
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The affiliate network is kind of marketplace where Advertisers and Publishers can easily 

find each other.  Different networks set their own rules about what they require from 

their Advertisers and Publishers. Some have Advertisers set aside funds to ensure that 

Publishers get paid in a timely manner. Others simply provide access to Advertisers with 

no guarantees of any kind. Most networks provide tools to help Publishers analyze how 

different Advertisers perform. 

You are going to start by applying to be a Publisher. Take time to read about Publishers 

on the home page. (This section is circled in the illustration above.) 

When you are ready, click on “Join our unparalleled network of publishers” – shown 

between the arrows in the illustration above. 
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This takes you to more information about being a publisher, shown here. 

Read the information to learn more about being a publisher. When ready, scroll down.  
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That brings you to more information about working with Commission Junction, shown 

here. 

At the bottom of the page, click on “Apply for a Commission Junction publisher 

account,” shown below between the two arrows. 
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You will be brought to this page, where you will fill out your application. 

 

 

The first steps are simple. Click on your language preference, and then use the drop-

down menu to select your country. You also have a second drop-down menu to select 

the currency you want to use. Select USD US Dollar unless you have a preference for a 

different currency. 

Click on Next at the bottom of the page. 
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This brings you to another page where you will need to read and accept the Service 

Agreement. 

 

 

Scroll down in the Service Agreement box … 
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…and you will find buttons that let you accept, print, and/or save the agreement. 

When you click the “Accept” button at the end of the Service Agreement, the checkbox 

below will automatically be checked, indicating that you agree to be bound by the terms 

of that agreement. 

 

 

This page also has boxes you must check to indicate acceptance of the Code of Conduct 

and Privacy Policy. Additionally, you must acknowledge that you are at least 18 years old 

and that you have the authority to enter into this agreement.  

Be sure to take time to read each agreement carefully and completely. It is also a good 

idea to print each of the agreements for your files. These are contracts that affect your 

ability to participate in the program and get paid. Make sure there is nothing that could 

cause problems in the future.  
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 Scroll further down on the page and you will be asked for more information. 

 

 

The site information, circle above, helps Commission Junction and its Advertisers get an 

idea about your business, the kinds of customers you will attract, and whether they 

want to work with you. You will find, once you begin looking at specific Advertisers, that 

some will accept you and others will decline working with you.  

Don’t worry about that for now. There are many Advertisers in Commission Junction 

that work with people who are just starting out. You won’t have a problem finding 

products and services to Advertise.  

The last question shown above is, “Does your Web site offer incentives…” Check “no” 

for this unless you donate a portion of your proceeds to charity. The “help” link will tell 

you more.  
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Scroll down the page again and you will find the place to enter your contact and 

company information. 

 

 

Make sure all of your company and contact information is correct and current. This is 

how Commission Junction will contact you when any changes or questions arise. 

If you opted to be paid by check, they will be mailed to the address provided under 

Company Information. 
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Scroll down for the last time to complete your application. 

 

 

Select how you want to be paid and enter the required information.  

You have now reached the end of the application. The next to last step is to type some 

characters into the box provided. This lets Commission Junction know a real person has 

actually filled out the form. 

Click on “Accept Terms” to complete your application. 
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You will next see a screen that looks like this: 

 

 

Read the information, then … 
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Check your email inbox for something that looks like this:  

 

 

You now have everything you need to take the next steps: getting familiar with your 

Commission Junction publisher account and selecting Advertisers for your Affiliate 

Marketing.  

Go back to cj.com. Enter the email and password noted in the email you just received.  

Congratulations! You are well on your way to beginning your Affiliate Marketing 

business! 

 


