
2 chapters from the book called “Super Affiliate Handbook” by Rosalind Gardner. 
Pity, but I have permission to post only 2 chapters. The whole book is my #1 affiliate 
bible. I’ve earned my first grand with it. Highly recommend. 
 
-How to find profitable merchants and products to sell via 
AdWords/YPN/adCenter/etc.  
 
-How to find products related to your own brands to sell these products 
along with your own products.  
 
-How 2 successfully apply for different affiliate programs. 
 
If you like the book you can order its full version here. 
 
 
Latest proven affiliate networks that pay real money: 
 
RegNow.com , CPS network, tons of software related products, commissions vary from 
10% to 85%. This is only network that allows affiliates to set their own discounts on 
merchants’ products. 
MoreNiche.com, CPS network, special health and casino programs.  
WorldNiche.com, CPS network, similar to MoreNiche, but has different products. 
BestCasinoPartner.com, CPA/CPS casino network, high payout offers, ideal for PPC! 
NeverBlue.com, CPA network, has unique insurance and lotto offers. 
FluxAds.com,  CPA network, many email/zip campaigns. 
Affiliate.com (CPAEmpire), CPA network, many freebie campaigns. 
Ads4Dough.com, CPA network, similar to previous one. 
TotemCash.com, CPS network with special adult software product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brad Callen’ Keyword Elite Maximal Discount + Crazy Bonuses: 
http://www.key-wordelite.com

http://libma.webvista2.hop.clickbank.net/
http://www.regnow.com/signup/affiliate?auto_affiliate=81836
http://www.moreniche.com/join.html?w=141627&ttp=3
http://www.worldniche.com/clicks/clickthrough.html?a=170803
http://www.newgoldencasino.com/?c=66222&s=34
https://secure.neverblue.com/signup?ref=aff_94809
http://www.fluxcpa.com/r/z/9972/CD3540/&dp=0&subid1=
http://login.tracking101.com/ez/dxkoomcxsyb/
http://affiliates.ads4dough.com/signup/CD7138
http://www.totemcash.com/ref.php?r=virtuagirlde
http://www.key-wordelite.com/
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How to Find Merchants  
Now that you know your niche, it’s time to find merchants who sell related products 
and services through affiliate programs. You’ll find products and services to sell 
through affiliate networks, merchant Web sites and affiliate program directories.  
Let's look at each of these methods separately. 
 
 

Affiliate Networks 

As online advertising gets more competitive and expensive, web merchants are 
increasingly promoting their products through affiliate networks.  
 
Affiliate networks act as third-party “honest brokers” and function as middlemen 
between merchants and affiliates. Merchants use affiliate networks to list their products 
and the details of their affiliate programs, and affiliates can then sign-up for the ones 
they choose. The affiliate network generally handles sales tracking statistics, provision of 
marketing tools, and issuing commission checks to affiliates. 
 
For merchants, joining an affiliate network places thousands of eager affiliates right on 
their doorstep. The marketing value and simplicity of having another company 
administer their affiliate program is worth the (sometimes) hefty prices charged by the 
networks. 
 
Joining an affiliate network is free for affiliates, and the process of finding and selecting 
programs is simplified through categorical search facilities. Because merchants pay top-
dollar for a good network's management services, affiliate networks in general tend to 
offer higher-quality programs. 
 
At most networks, you enter all your contact and payment details (name, address, phone 
number, etc.) just once. After your application is accepted, you can apply to each 
merchant's program separately. In some instances, approval is immediate, and in others 
you may have to wait a day (or seven) for the merchant to get back to you. 
 
Once accepted, marketing material for each merchant is readily available, and HMTL 
code for links is usually generated with a single mouse click. You simply cut and paste 
the code into your Web site pages. Banners are usually hosted on the network’s servers, 
saving you bandwidth charges.  
 
As an affiliate member of a network, you will receive notification when new merchants 
join the network. Some networks will send only notices of merchants that are relevant to 
your site, which saves time when sorting through your email. Some networks even let 
you know which merchant programs are low on funds and therefore may not be a good 
idea to promote at a given time.  
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Most networks consolidate your earnings from affiliated merchants into 
a single monthly paycheck. Access your statistics in a centralized 
interface is another big benefit to joining a network.   
 
Each affiliate network is set-up and operates differently. So in the section you’ll find 
information about the network URL, signup restrictions, program types, minimum 
payouts and payment processes, tracking, the availability of multi-tier programs and 
whether email marketing is permitted at the 'Net's top affiliate networks. 
 
For each network I've included a list of the program types available. The codes are as 
follows: 
 

• CPA (cost-per-action/lead generation)  
• CPC (cost-per-click) 
• CPS (cost per sale) 
• CPM (cost per impression) 

 
I have listed networks that offer CPA, CPC and CPS programs, and left the CPM 
networks out of the equation. CPM campaigns are usually low-paying sweepstakes or 
other 'freebie' types of offers that simply want to collect email addresses so that they can 
send out more promotional material for which you won’t get paid.  
 
I highly recommend that you visit the affiliate networks profiled on the following pages, 
and use the additional space provided on those pages to note your username and 
password for that network, or make comments about merchants whose programs you 
may be interested in joining later. 
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Advertising.com 

Advertising.com’s clients include Associated Press, Dictionary.com, Maps.com and 
YellowPages.com 
 
 
URL http://Advertising.com  

 
Programs CPC, CPA 

 
Minimum Payout $25.00 

 
Payments Made on or about the 45th day after the end of the month in which 

such Publisher Earnings were generated. 
 

Tracking Revenue totals may trail impression/click statistics by up to 4 
hours. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted with restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://advertising.com/
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Affiliate Fuel 

The one page signup process is fairly easy with all the standard questions. I'm always 
grateful to see that they want to know where to send my checks! ☺  
 
Too, Affiliate Fuel is the ONLY affiliate network that ever sent me a 'We Appreciate Your 
Business' card. Very nice touch, indeed! Affiliate Fuel's merchant clients include 
BlockBuster Online, Eterm Life Insurance and LowCostLending.com. 
 
 
URL http://affiliatefuel.com/ 

 
Restrictions Site must receive 2000 unique visitors per day minimum, and only 

Canadian and U.S. are accepted. Consideration will be given to 
Western European and Australian sites with a 90% Canadian/U.S. 
audience. Your site must be a top-level '.com' domain. 
 

Programs CPC, CPA 
 

Minimum Payout $25.00 US 
 

Payments Officially, they pay NET 60 days. However, they say that in practice 
they've always paid out NET 35 days. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier 2-tier 5% commission, as well as a flat bounty of $2.00/referral. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted with restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.affiliatefuel.com/cgi-bin/welcome?webvista
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BeFree/Reporting.net 

Partnered with the Commission Junction network, BeFree is one of the BIG 3 affiliate 
networks, and a MUST to join. BeFree’s clients include Air France, Barnes & Noble, Best 
Buy, Old Navy, Payless Shoe Source, Radio Shack and Travelocity. 
 
 
URL http://affiliates.befree.com/Affiliates/index.jsp  

 
Programs CPC, CPA, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout Varies according to merchant. 

 
Payments Payments are made by the individual merchants. Timeframes 

also vary. Direct deposit is available for some merchants. 
 

Tracking Not Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier No 
 

Email Marketing Depending on individual merchant specifications. 
 

http://affiliates.befree.com/Affiliates/affiliateApplication.do
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Casino Coins Network  

Here is a word of caution about promoting online casinos and Internet gambling. If your 
client wins a jackpot, your account may show a negative balance until you've generated 
enough revenue from other players to bring your account out of the hole. Don't worry, 
you won't have to pay anything, but it is a factor you should consider. Note: 'Casino 
Rewards' casino network 'zero balances' affiliate accounts that are in the hole at the end 
of every month.  
 
Casino Coins' sponsor casinos include English Harbour Casino, Caribbean Gold Casino, 
Silver Dollar Casino, SuperSlots Casino, Millionaire Casino and the All Poker Casino. 
 
 
URL http://casinocoins.com 

 

Programs CPS 
 

Minimum Payout $200 
 

Payments Checks are mailed around the 10th of each month. 
 

Tracking Clicks and Game downloads are updated approximately once 
every two seconds, while your balance is updated approximately 
once daily. 
 

Multi-Tier Yes. You get paid a 5% commission bonus for the “Real Players” 
that your webmaster referrals bring in to the casinos. "Real 
Players" are those who make real-money purchases at the 
casino. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted 
 

http://www.casinocoins.com/webform.html?ID=winners
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Casino Rewards 

Casino Rewards claims that their top-earning affiliates are raking in over $50,000 per 
month!  
 
Casino Rewards wipes all negative balances at the end of each month, and negative 
balances in one casino do not affect positive balances in others. This system is a HUGE 
benefit to affiliates.  
 
 
URL http://affiliate.casinorewards.com/ 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $200.00 

 
Payments Check or wire, sent by the 7th of each month. 

 
Tracking Real-time 

 
Multi-Tier Yes, earn 5% of the paycheck of every webmaster you refer. 

 
Email Marketing Permitted, with restrictions 
 

http://affiliate.casinorewards.com/referral.asp?aff_id=aff10070
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ClickBank 

ClickBank distributes over 10,000 digital products and services through a network of 
over 100,000 affiliates. I use Clickbank's services both as an affiliate and as a merchant, 
and I can attest to the fact that the checks arrive like clockwork. ClickBank withholds 
back 10% from each check to cover their risk of future returns. The holdbacks are 
credited back to your account after about 90 days.  
 
You don’t have to wait for acceptance from individual merchants. Simply browse the 
marketplace, get and post your link, and start making money.  
 
ClickBank's clients and products include Yanik Silver and Jeff Ball's 'Get Fit While You 
Sit', Jim Edwards’ “How to Write Your Own eBook in 7 Days” …and of course “The 
Super Affiliate Handbook: How I Made $436,797 in One Year Selling Other People’s 
Stuff Online”. 
 
 
URL Affiliate Signup - http://clickbank.com 

 
Marketplace - http://clickbank.com/marketplace/ 
 

Programs Primarily CPS 
 

Minimum Payout $10, adjustable upwards. A $2.50 accounting fee is deducted 
from each check issued, so you may want to adjust your 
minimum payment upwards if your two-week earnings are low. 
 

Payments Checks are mailed within 15 days after the end of each pay 
period, and pay periods end at 12:00:01am on the 1st and 16th 
of each month. Checks over $5,000 are sent at Clickbank's 
expense by US Priority Mail (US) or Global Priority Mail 
(Europe, Canada, Australia, etc) wherever possible. Payment is 
by check only. 
 

Tracking Yes 
 

Multi-Tier Real-time 
 

Email Marketing Yes 
 
   

http://zzz.clickbank.net/r/?libma
http://clickbank.com/marketplace/?r=libma
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ClickxChange  

ClickxChange's interface is very similar to Commission Junction's interface, making it 
easy and a pleasure to use. (See Commission Junction below). Included among 
ClickxChange’s more popular merchants are eFax.com, GotoMyPC.com and x10.com. 
 
 
URL http://clickxchange.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPM, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout Payments less than $50 are subject to a $2 handling fee. 

 
Payments Assessed on the 15th of the month, checks are mailed 14 days 

later. Payments can also be made by PayPal. Wire transfers are 
not currently available. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier Earn 50% access fee for advertiser referrals and 5% earnings on 
affiliate referrals for life! Plus as an added bonus, ClickXChange 
will pay you an additional $5 for every affiliate that you refer 
that earns at least $5. 
 

Email Marketing Yes 
 
 

http://www.clickxchange.com/fr.phtml?act=664546.3
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clixGalore  

At the time of writing ClixGalore has more than 3600 merchant partners. clixGalore 
clients include ABC Safety Mart, eMerchandise.com and GiftGuys.com. 
 
 
URL http://clixgalore.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $50US, AUD$100, UK£35 or €60 

 
Payments Monthly by check. 

 
Tracking Real-time. 

 
Multi-Tier Earn 5% commission for life from all the Affiliates that you refer 

to clixGalore. Also earn US $50 for each 'Corporate Platinum' 
merchant, US $25 for each 'Enterprise Gold' Merchant, US $15 
for each 'Business Silver' Merchant, and US$5 for each 'Bronze' 
Merchant you refer. 
 

Email Marketing Yes 
 
 
 

http://www.clixgalore.com/AffSelectProgram.asp?AdvProgID=26
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Commission Junction 

Commission Junction (CJ) refers to its affiliates as ‘publishers’. There are no signup 
restrictions other than non-acceptance of sites that contain or link to sites that are 
libelous, defamatory, obscene, abusive, violent, bigoted, hate-oriented, illegal, cracking, 
hacking or warez, or offers any illegal goods or services. Turnaround time on the 
application is very quick. 
 
Commission Junction's merchant clients include eBay, Etronics, Frederick's of 
Hollywood, NetZero Platinum, Overture and Yahoo! Personals. 
 
 
URL http://cj.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $25/up to $75 

 
Payments Payments are made on the 20th of the month to Canadian and 

American publishers (i.e. CJ’s name for affiliates), and on the 
last day of the month to publishers outside those countries. 
Advertiser payments are available in 16 different currencies and 
are consolidated into one monthly check. Direct bank deposits 
are available. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier Yes, with restrictions. They allow only U.S. and U.K. publishers 
to earn commissions from introducing new publishers to their 
service. What's up with THAT? I've contacted them regarding 
this seeming discriminatory practice, however I've received no 
acceptable (IMHO) explanation for the policy. 
 

Email Marketing Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.qksrv.net/click-211898-1031551
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Commission Soup 

Commission Soup and Credit Soup are part of the same affiliate network that specializes 
in offering financial related products. Commission Soup accepts affiliates from all over 
the world, with the stipulation that, "All of our programs (U.S. credit card offers) are 
only available to U.S. citizens, so you will need to have a site that markets to the U.S." 
Hurray - a site where sanity prevails. 
 
Commission Soup’s clients include Advanta, Chase and  Discover. 
 
 
URL http://commissionsoup.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $35.00 

 
Payments Monthly consolidated check. 

 
Tracking Real-time 

 
Multi-Tier Yes 

 
Email Marketing Yes, with restrictions. 
 
 

http://www.creditsoup.com/CSAN/ProductApp.asp?AffiliateID=W21K0&SubID=0&BID=0
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Dark Blue Affiliate Network  

Dark Blue's application is an easy step-by-step guided process. You are first asked for 
your email address, and by the time you've finished entering your details, your Dark 
Blue program key will have arrived in your email. Simply enter the key and get to work 
promoting their merchants' offers!  
 
Dark Blue's merchant clients include Date.com, ePersonals.com, MagMall.com and 
Roar.com. 
 
 
URL http://darkblue.com  

 
Programs CPA, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $30 

 
Payments Funds are deposited into the Affiliate's PayPal Account within 

fourteen (14) days after the end of each calendar month for all 
commissions earned during the prior month. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier No 
 

Email Marketing Yes 
 
 

http://darkblue.com/
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FineClicks.com  

FineClicks.com is a division of Shareasale.com, Inc., an affiliate network detailed later in 
this chapter. Their application form is short, and approval is automatic upon replying to 
the confirmation email they send.   
 
FineClick's clients include MyFreePhoneCards.com and TopFreebies.com. 
 
 
URL http://fineclicks.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS, Hybrid 

 
Payments FineClicks.com pays on the 20th of each month for the previous 

month's revenue.  
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier Receive $5 for each new affiliate referral plus 5% of their 
earnings for life. 
 

Email Marketing Yes 
 
 
 

http://www.fineclicks.com/fc2/referral.cfm?refhost=webvista
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iWhiz.com 

iWhiz.com had 23 campaigns, including Textileshop.com and YouCanbeSmart.com. 
Claims one of their affiliates earned over $37k in one month on their top offer. That’s 
good for him or her – but notice the minimum payout of $500!  
 
 
URL http://iwhiz.com  

 
Restrictions Site must have a minimum of 5,000,000 unique page views per 

month or your newsletter must have 50 000 members. 
 

Programs Primarily CPA 
 

Minimum Payout Commission payment totals must exceed US$500, otherwise 
this payment will not be made until the US$500 minimum is 
reached. 
 

Payments Payment is made approximately 21 days after the end of the 
month and after receiving payment from the Advertiser. 
Payments made by your choice of Paypal or check. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Email Marketing Permitted, with restrictions 
 

http://iwhiz.com/
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LeadHound  

LeadHound's merchants include BrainFox Media Services, DogFriendly.com, Inc., 
goClick.com, Python Media, Webspotting.co.uk, Xuppa.com and Zing Wireless, Inc. 
 
 
URL Affiliates - http://leadhound.com 

 
Merchants - http://leadhound.com 
 

Programs CPC, CPA, CPS 
 

Minimum Payout $50.00 
 

Payments Commission payments are paid in US Dollars, Euro, Japanese 
Yen, or UK Pounds via PayPal on the 15th of each month for the 
previous month’s revenue. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier Earn a 5% monthly bonus for all new affiliates and merchants 
you bring to LeadHound. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted 
 

http://www.leadhound.com/cgi-bin/join.pl?id=10456
https://www.leadhound.com/cgi-bin/client_signup.pl?ref_agent_id=10456
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Linkshare  

Linkshare reports over 10 million partnerships in the network and claims to be the most 
successful pay for performance (affiliate) network of its kind.  
 
Like BeFree, each of Linkshare's merchants has their own minimum payout, payment 
timeframe, and method of delivery. Right now, Linkshare is responsible for mailing your 
commission payment for only some of the merchants. In other cases, the merchant is 
responsible for mailing your commission payment.  
 
Linkshare’s clients include Coldwater Creek, Delta Airlines, FTD.com, Hallmark, 
Hickory Farms, Overtstock.com, Pitney Bowes, REI, and Sharper Image. 
 
 
URL http://linkshare.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout Variable 

 
Payments Variable depending on merchant 

 
Tracking Real-time 

 
Multi-Tier Yes 

 
Email Marketing Permitted 
 

<a href="http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/stat?id=qRRl8f6XI1c&offerid=7097.10000001&type=3&subid=0" >Join LinkShare Today!</a><IMG border=0 width=1 height=1 src="http://ad.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/show?id=qRRl8f6XI1c&bids=7097.10000001&type=3&subid=0" >
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Performics  

One of the bigger affiliate networks, Performics had over 180 merchant partners at the 
time of writing, including  ADT, AOL, Bose, BlockBuster Online, Cabela’s, Indigo Books 
& Music, Linens ‘n Things, Magellan’s, Motorola, Safeway and the Body Shop. 
 
 
URL http://Performics.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $50.00 

 
Payments Bi-monthly payments are by check, or by Fastpay via electronic 

wire transfer (direct deposit). Fastpay is only available for 
businesses banking in the U.S.A. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Email Marketing Permitted 
 
 

http://performics.com/
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Primary Ads 

Primary Ads had 130 campaigns to choose from at the time of writing.  Clients include 
Jackpot.com, True.com and USA Platinum Plus. 
 
 
URL http://PrimaryAds.com/ 

 
Restrictions Applicant’s site must have a minimum of 100 unique page views 

per month. 
 

Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 
 

Minimum Payout $25.00 
 

Payments Made 30 days after the end of the month and only after PA 
receives payment from the advertiser. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier 2-tier 10% referral program 
 

Email Marketing Permitted, with restrictions 
 

 

http://primaryads.com/
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Quinstreet  

Quinstreet gets points from me for their lovely design. The signup form is really short - 
it doesn't even ask for your address. But don't worry, you’ll get a chance to tell them 
where to send the check after you've set up your username. 
 
Based on my experience with Quinstreet's system, it would seem that all merchants are 
set up to automatically approve applications. 
 
Quinstreet clients include ADT Security, Red Cross, Save the Children Fund and  the 
University of Phoenix. 
 
 
URL http://members.quinstreet.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $5.00 

 
Payments We pay commissions monthly, 30 days after the end of the 

month. 
 

Tracking Almost (2 hour delay) 
 

Multi-Tier Yes 
 

Email Marketing Permitted 
 
 
 

http://zodals.com/clk/meigterkoneldimmog


 
 

 
95 

 

ReferBack 

ReferBack is an affiliate network for online casinos that does not allow adult or adult-
oriented sites. 
 
I honestly don't think that I've seen another network that goes as far as ReferBack does 
to help its affiliates succeed.  
 
Their interface is very easy to use, and marketing tools include an impressive array of 
banners, rotating banners, Flash banners, progressive tickers, HTML emails, text 
emails, active scrollers, popup windows, text links, newsletters and site reviews. Contact 
is made easy with 800 numbers listed for the U.S., Canada and the U.K. 
 
Referback's casino partners include Aces High, Capital, Gaming Club, Home, Jackpot 
City, Lucky Nugget, RiverBelle, and Showdown. 
 
 
URL http://referback.com 

 
Programs CPA, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $20 for check payments, and $50 for ACH (electronic funds 

transfer). 
 

Payments Payments are made by check, Infinia and ACH. 
 

Tracking Visits and downloads are made in real-time. All other aspects 
are updated every three hours. 
 

Multi-Tier Earn 2% of your referral's profits. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted, with restrictions 
 
 

http://www.referback.com/index.asp?s=aff67469
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Search4Clicks 

Search4Clicks is an education-based network which has over 700 campuses available 
with payouts ranging from $4.50 - $20.00. 
 
Search4Clicks' merchant partners include CareerExplorer.net, Search4College.com, 
Military-Advertising.us, Review.com, SearchForSchools.net, PlattformInteractive.com, 
iHigh.com, BestJobsUSA.com, and ScholarStuff.com. 
 
 
URL http://Search4Clicks.com  

 
Programs CPA 

 
Minimum Payout $50.00 

 
Payments Get paid by check by mail or Direct Deposit. Checks are issued 

the 15th of each month, unless that day falls on a weekend, then 
it will be issued the following Monday.  
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier Yes 
 

Email Marketing Permitted, with restrictions 
 

http://search4clicks.com/
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ShareaSale 

It took only a day to have my ShareaSale application approved, and once into the 
interface, I was informed that my membership level was 'limited' - that I could only 
apply to pay-per-lead and pay-per-sale program until I'd generated at least one pay-per-
sale transaction or $20 worth of valid CPA transactions. I guess that helps them weed 
out impatient affiliate spam marketers. 
 
ShareaSale’s has a couple thousand offers and clients include Avitan Technologies 
Corp., Glamor Shades, DanceSavvy, World Speakers Association, Student Planner and 
Bonsai Boy of New York. 
 
 
URL http://shareasale.com 

 
Restrictions Must have a top-level domain, i.e. no Geocities sites, please. 

 
Programs CPA, CPC, CPS 

 
Minimum Payout $50.00 

 
Payments One consolidated monthly check. ShareaSale issues payments 

via check and PayPal on the 20th of each month for those 
affiliates who reach the $50 minimum before then end of the 
previous month. 
 

Tracking Real-time 
 

Multi-Tier $1 per signup as an affiliate, and 5% of their future earnings. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted 
 
 

http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=44&u=239357&m=47&urllink=&afftrack=
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WebSponsors 

Websponsors' application process is short, sweet and pretty much automatic.  
 
Everything about WebSponsors' interface is easy to use. The 'Creative Rotation 
Manager' allows you to add rotating banners to your site that are specific to profiles that 
you create. This helps with your ad tracking. While other networks offer the same 
feature, WebSponsors interface is just quicker and easier to use.   
 
One cool feature that WebSponsors offers is their 'co-branding' tool. It allows you to 
build a subdomain of their Free2Try.com and TrialOffers.com. The tool provides an 
interface with which you can add a logo and header to your subdomain, as well as 
choose colors for the text, links and background. Just for fun, I tried out the interface 
and added my header from finditat.rosalinds.com to co-brand both subdomains. Here 
are the results: 
 

 http://webvista.trialoffers.com/ 
 http://webvista.free2try.com/ 

 
Although those aren't the types of sites that I would typically promote, they do give me 
very quick access to my link codes. As you can see when you cursor over any of the links 
on either of those sites, my affiliate ID has been embedded into each of the links.  
 
WebSponsors' clients include AT&T Wireless, IBM, Herbalife and Qwest. 
 
 
URL http://websponsors.com 

 
Programs Primarily CPA 

 
Minimum Payout $15.00 

 
Payments Monthly electronic transfer payments (ACH) to your bank 

account on a Net 30 days payment basis. 
 

Tracking 24-hour delay 
 

Multi-Tier Earn 10% of revenue the referred site makes each and every 
month. 
 

Email Marketing Permitted 
 
 
  
 

http://webvista.trialoffers.com/
http://webvista.free2try.com/
http://webvista.free2try.com/
http://a.websponsors.com/c/s=51006/c=22837/
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48 Affiliate Networks (A List) 

Sites marked with an asterisk (*) are profiled in the section above.  
 
Ad Reporting 
Advertising Revenue Service 
Affiliate Bot 
Affiliate Cop 
Affiliate Crew 
Affiliate Fuel * 
Affiliate Future 
Affiliate Network 
Affiliate Window 
BeFree * 
BidClix 
Casino Coins * 
Casino Rewards * 
ClickBank * 
ClickxChange * 
clixGalore * 
Commission Junction * 
Commission Soup * 
CPA Empire 
Cyber Bounty 
DarkBlue * 
DGM (U.K.) 
Digital Grit 
eAdvertising 
FineClicks * 
Floppy Bank 
iCommissions 
Income Access  
iWhiz * 
Kolimbo 
LeadCrunch 
LeadHound * 
Linkshare * 
Offer Fusion 
Offers Quest 
Paid on Results (U.K.) 
Partner Weekly 
Performics * 
Primary Ads 
Quinstreet * 
ReferBack * 
Revenue Pilot 
Search4Clicks * 
Sell Shareware 
ShareaSale.com * 
Special Offer 
Traffic Doubler (Europe) 
WebSponsors * 

http://AdReporting.com  
http://AdRevenueService.com  
http://AffiliateBot.com  
http://AffiliateCop.com  
http://AffiliateCrew.com  
http://AffiliateFuel.com 
http://AffiliateFuture.co.uk   
http://AffiliateNetwork.com  
http://AffiliateWindow.com  
http://Reporting.net 
http://BidClix.com 
http://CasinoCoins.com  
http://Affiliate.CasinoRewards.com 
http://ClickBank.com 
http://ClickxChange.com 
http://ClixGalore.com 
http://CJ.com 
http://CommissionSoup.com 
http://CPAEmpireAffiliate.com 
http://CyberBounty.com  
http://DarkBlue.com 
http://DigitalGroupMedia.com  
http://DigitalGrit-affiliates.com  
http://eAdvertising.com  
http://FineClicks.com 
http://FloppyBank.com  
http://iCommissions.com  
http://IncomeAccess.com  
http://iWhiz.com  
http://Kolimbo.com  
http://LeadCrunch.com 
http://LeadHound.com  
http://LinkShare.com 
http://OfferFusion.com  
http://OffersQuest.com  
http://PaidonResults.com  
http://PartnerWeekly.com  
http://Performics.com  
http://PrimaryAds.com  
http://members.Quinstreet.com 
http://ReferBack.com 
http://RevenuePilot.com  
http://Search4Clicks.com  
http://SellShareware.com  
http://ShareaSale.com 
http://SpecialOffer.com  
http://TrafficDoubler.com  
http://Websponsors.com 

http://adreporting.com/
http://adrevenueservice.com/
http://affiliatebot.com/
http://affiliatecop.com/
http://affiliatecrew.com/
http://www.affiliatefuel.com/cgi-bin/welcome?webvista
http://affiliatefuture.co.uk/
http://affiliatenetwork.com/
http://affiliatewindow.com/
http://reporting.net/
http://ads.bidclix.com/serve-link/?id=60281
http://superaffiliatehandbook.com/casino_coins.html
http://affiliate.casinorewards.com/
http://clickbank.com/
http://www.clickxchange.com/fr.phtml?act=664546.3
http://www.clixgalore.com/AffSelectProgram.asp?AdvProgID=26
http://www.qksrv.net/click-211898-7282777
http://www.creditsoup.com/CSAN/ProductApp.asp?AffiliateID=W21K0&SubID=0&BID=0
http://cpaempireaffiliate.com/
http://cyberbounty.com/
http://darkblue.com/
http://digitalgroupmedia.com/
http://digitalgrit-affiliates.com/
http://eadvertising.com/
http://www.fineclicks.com/fc2/referral.cfm?refhost=webvista
http://floppybank.com/
http://icommissions.com/
http://incomeaccess.com/
http://iwhiz.com/
http://kolimbo.com/
http://ad.leadcrunch.com/click.html?o=87&w=4987
http://www.leadhound.com/cgi-bin/join.pl?id=10456
<a href="http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/stat?id=qRRl8f6XI1c&offerid=7097.10000001&type=3&subid=0" >Join LinkShare Today!</a><IMG border=0 width=1 height=1 src="http://ad.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/show?id=qRRl8f6XI1c&bids=7097.10000001&type=3&subid=0" >
http://offerfusion.com/
http://offersquest.com/
http://paidonresults.com/
http://partnerweekly.com/
http://performics.com/
http://primaryads.com/
http://zodals.com/clk/meigterkoneldimmog
http://www.referback.com/index.asp?s=aff67469
http://revenuepilot.com/
http://search4clicks.com/
http://sellshareware.com/
http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=44&u=239357&m=47&urllink=&afftrack=
http://specialoffer.com/
http://trafficdoubler.com/
http://a.websponsors.com/c/s=51006/c=22837/


 
 

 
100 

 

Commission Junction: My Favorite Affiliate 
Network 

Here are 12 reasons why Commission Junction is my favorite affiliate network… despite 
the fact that they don’t allow anyone but U.S. residents to earn commissions when 
referring new affiliates and merchants to their network. 
 
 
1. Commission Junction claims that 64% of top 50 Web properties are CJ 

clients. I believe this. While CJ wasn't the first affiliate network, it certainly took the 
lead to become the best in terms of both quality and quantity.  
 
Thousands of BIG name-brand companies use Commission Junction to administer 
their affiliate programs. Dell, eBay and Sprinks are just 3 of hundreds of brand name  
merchants affiliated with Commission Junction. Buying online still presents a 
problem for many folks, but if they can buy from a brand name company that they 
trust, they’re much more likely to part with their money. 
 
 

2. The CJ interface is intuitive and easy-on-the-eyes. Unlike some other affiliate 
network interfaces, CJ's designers did a great job of making the interface easy to 
navigate and free of eyestrain.  
 
 

3. Finding programs at CJ is much easier and faster. In most cases you do a 
simple search for an advertiser, link, or product, by entering a keyword into a search 
blank. All relevant merchants are then returned. At too many of the smaller 
networks, merchants are allowed to place themselves in irrelevant categories which 
makes finding appropriate advertisers that much more difficult. 
 
 

4. Selecting PROVEN programs is easy at CJ. Statistics showing how well each 
merchant converts site visitors into sales are given for a 3-month period. You can 
also see the average commissions paid to affiliates for every 100 clicks for the 
previous seven days. Using CJ’s ‘dollar sign’ rating system, you can see the volume of 
commissions paid by a particular advertiser, relative to the rest of CJ’s network. 
 
The dollar sign rankings are as follows: 
$$$$$=95th percentile and above 
$$$$=80-94th percentile 
$$$=60-79th percentile 
$$=40-59th percentile 
$=39th percentile and below 
Blank=No commissions earned 
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5. At CJ, you never have to search for commission rates. Commission 
percentage or dollar value per sale/lead, are prominently displayed alongside each 
Advertiser’s listing. 
 

6. More information is always available at CJ. Clicking on the Advertiser’s name 
takes you to a page giving a written description of the company, their product and 
the affiliate program. Below the description is a ‘more information’ link, and below 
that, a contact link.  
 
 

7. CJ and its merchants won't spam you with thousands of offers daily. You 
can choose not to receive email from merchants whose programs you have joined. 
That email is then delivered to your mailbox on CJ’s system. 
 
 

8. Contacting CJ merchants is super easy. Within the CJ mail system there is a 
drop-down box listing all the companies you are currently affiliated with. Simply 
choose the appropriate one, write your message in the accompanying box and send 
it. Certainly beats fishing through your own email program and trying to dig up an 
address that will actually get to the affiliate program manager. 
 
 

9. Getting linking codes and graphics at CJ is SO easy! Simply click the ‘get 
links’ link, choose from the wide assortment of text and graphic links returned, and 
then copy and paste the code that pops up. No saving images to your computer. All 
the graphics are stored on, and called from, Commission Junction’s servers. I like 
saving bandwidth! 
 
You can also create your own ‘SmartZones’, which are collections of rotating links 
that may contain links from the same, or many different advertisers. Each link within 
the SmartZone is assigned a "weight" that determines how often it will display in 
relation to the other links within the SmartZone. You get one small snippet of 
javascipt to place on your page, and then when you want to add or remove banners, 
you do so through the CJ interface. Nice and easy!  
 
 

10. Excellent capability for researching your statistics at CJ. You can access 
more than 100 customizable reports with real-time data through the CJ Account 
Manager. Publishers can generate reports on their individual links, transactions, and 
their individual merchants, or "advertiser partners".  
 
 

11. Ask for help at CJ and you shall receive it. The help system can be searched by 
index, glossary, contents, or a simple search. If you still can’t find the answer you are 
looking for, simply send the CJ rep an email. My experience is that they always 
respond within the same day. 
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12. CJ commissions are consolidated into one payment. That makes filling out 
your deposit slips much faster! If you don't want to bother with deposit slips, direct 
deposit is an available option. 
 

If you join no other affiliate network, be sure to join Commission Junction. Their client 
list is equally, if not more, impressive than BeFree's list.  
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Affiliate Program Directories 

Affiliate Program Directories are Web sites that contain lists of links to affiliate 
programs that have been compiled and organized by various webmasters.  They 
usually categorize the listed programs by type of products sold (e.g. educational, 
business, etc.) and include brief summaries of each program with sufficient 
information to allow directory users to choose which programs they would like to 
join.  Some also provide program ratings as supplied by program users. 
 
Affiliate program directories are best used to find merchants that have stand-alone 
or 'in house' programs which are therefore not associated with the big affiliate 
networks.  
 
However, when searching through the directories, you'll discover that many of the 
merchants listed ARE also affiliated with networks. It therefore saves time to 
research the networks first, because in all likelihood, you'll be redirected back to 
them anyway to sign up for many of the programs. 
 
Although there are hundreds of affiliate program directories, listed below are two of 
the best. 
 
• AssociatePrograms.com - Approaching 6,000 program listings, 

AssociatePrograms.com offers the most comprehensive list of affiliate programs 
anywhere on the Net.  The site is easy to use, and listings appear alphabetically in the 
search results, making it easier to locate programs again later. Listings are kept brief, 
with only salient points like commission structure and product descriptions. If you 
have first-hand experience with any of the programs listed, you are invited to share 
your 2-cents worth and rate the program.  

 
The site's owner, Allan Gardyne, writes excellent articles about making the most 
from referral programs. I highly recommend that you browse his directory and 
sign up for his newsletter. Allan also owns the affiliate program directory, 
LifetimeCommissions.com that lists only affiliate programs offering - you 
guessed it - lifetime commissions.  
 
http://www.associateprograms.com/search/index.shtml  

 
• Refer-it.com - A division of Internet.com, I really like the associate program rating 

structure and criteria offered by Refer-it.com. The listings are perhaps a little more 
detailed than at AssociatePrograms.com and include the launch date and number of 
affiliates. Take the latter number with a huge grain of salt however, as the chances 
that those numbers get updated at all is akin to a snowball's in Jamaica. 
 
http://refer-it.com   

 
For a comprehensive list of affiliate program directories, go to: 
http://www.partnerindustry.com/adirectories.htm 

http://www.associateprograms.com/search/index.shtml
http://refer-it.com/
http://www.partnerindustry.com/adirectories.htm


 
 

 
104 

 

How to Find Merchants with Stand-Alone or 
‘In-House’ Affiliate Programs 

Can't find a merchant that sells Barbie doll supplies and accessories through an affiliate 
program? Looked at the affiliate networks and directories and still no luck? 
 
Here's a search technique that will help you locate exactly what you are looking for. 
 
In this case, go to Google and type "+Barbie +doll +affiliate" into the search box. Don't 
include the quotes, but do include the plus signs. The plus signs ensure that each word 
entered appears on the pages returned in the search results. 
 
However, the pages returned aren't guaranteed to have a Barbie doll accessories affiliate 
program. Some of the sites may be affiliates themselves, but looking around their site 
should give you clues as to the identity of the merchant.  
 
Other sites that are returned by your search will in fact be merchant sites. 
 
While reviewing individual sites and pages, look for links on the site that say, 
"Webmasters", "Make Money", "Affiliate (or Associate) Program", "Partners", "Earn $" 
and other phrases that indicate that the company has an affiliate program. 
 
There you have it - all the places online to find affiliate programs. Take a look around. 
See what is being offered. Sign up for one, two and more.  
 
A word of caution - Resist the temptation to sign up for every good-looking program and 
product until your Web site plan is in place! 
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How to Choose Products & 
Affiliate Programs 
5 Easy Ways to Assess a Product or Service 

This is the most important aspect of the process. There's no point in examining 
affiliate program details until you find a product that you know your visitors will 
love. Here are five things to consider before you place a product link on your site. 
 
 
1. Is the product or service relevant to your site or page? Dating service 

banners on a cooking site look out of place. I've 'extended' the range of services on 
my niche sites a few times, and it has been a mistake each and every time. Those 
'added features' serve only to detract from your site’s main focus.  
 

2. Is the company’s site attractive and functional? Would you buy from a site 
that looked unprofessional, had broken links or was a hassle to navigate? Don’t send 
your visitors to tacky sites. Your reputation is at stake.  
 

3. Is it a quality product at a reasonable price? Would YOU buy the product you 
plan to sell? To sell effectively, you must believe in the products and services you 
carry. Listing products you aren’t enthusiastic about shows in what you say about 
them.  
 

4. Have you bought and tested the product? I’ve purchased most of the products 
I promote. Having first-hand knowledge about an item gives me an edge over other 
affiliates selling the same product. If the commission is 50%, you will only need to 
make 2 sales to get your money back.  
 

5. Does the company provide excellent customer service? This is essential. I 
occasionally get email from affiliate program customers because the company is not 
responding to them. Unfortunately, there is usually very little I can do, except use the 
contact number or email address given only to affiliates, and pass the request along. 
If you are successful in getting their concerns resolved, Bravo! That reflects well on 
you. 

 
 
Once you are confident that you've found an excellent product or service, you need to 
confirm that the affiliate program is also excellent. You'll learn how to do just that in 
the next section. 
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Great Product, No Program - Now What? 

I am amazed by the number of Internet merchants who haven't yet taken 
advantage of affiliate marketing to promote their products online.  
 
If you find a great product that doesn’t appear to be supported by an affiliate 
program, it's time to put your knowledge of affiliate marketing to work.  
 
Phone or email the merchant, tell them how much you love their product and ask if 
they have an affiliate program. If they say that they don't, or don't know what 
affiliate programs are, you'll have to explain the concept and process to them.  
 
Here are some sample emails. Feel free to adjust the wording to your needs. 
 
 
Dear Merchant Name, 
 
I just visited http://thewinestore.com and think that The Wine 
Store's embroidered wine bags are absolutely fabulous! I would 
love the opportunity to sell them at my wine accessories site.  
 
I wasn't able to find affiliate program information at The Wine 
Store, however. Is there one in place?  
 
If not, would you be interested in an affiliate partnership with 
The Wine Supply – http://thewinesupply.com? Our site receives 
5,000 unique visitors a day; all of them interested in wine-
related goods. I know they'd also love The Wine Store's exquisite 
wine bags. 
 
If you are interested, please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions about how to start an affiliate program for The 
Wine Store. I have personal experience in with affiliate programs 
and can help save you time and money in the set-up. 
 
Thanks kindly for your consideration, and I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosalind 
******************************************** 
Rosalind Gardner 
The Wine Supply 
http://thewinesupply.com 
 
 
If the good people at The Wine Store don't have an affiliate program, and 
respond that they are interested in a partnership, you might consider 
sending them another email similar to the one below.  
 
 

http://yoursite.com/
http://thewinesupply.com/
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Dear Merchant Name, 
 
I am SO pleased that you're interested in an affiliate alliance with 
The Wine Supply to promote The Wine Store's products. I know you'll be 
thrilled with how affiliate marketing will increase your sales.  
 
 
There are 3 different ways to set up an affiliate program.  
 
1) Join an affiliate network that handles almost all of the work 
associated with the program, including processing orders and affiliate 
payments.  
 
2) Sign up with a shopping cart service that includes affiliate-
tracking software. 
 
3) Buy and install affiliate program software on your own server.  
 
 
Each method has its benefits and disadvantages.  
 
The affiliate network option is perhaps the most costly, but requires 
the least effort. Signing up with a large affiliate network will also 
put ‘The Wine Store’ in front of thousands of affiliates, who will be 
eager to sell your product. Although less expensive, the second option 
is slightly more work in that you'll need to advertise the program to 
gain more affiliates. The third option is the least expensive with a 
one-time purchase of software, but the most time-consuming to 
administer in terms of keeping track of affiliate sales and payment 
handling.  
 
 
I recommend that you take a look at the following options to compare 
service and prices. 
 
Commission Junction – An affiliate network. 
http://cj.com 
 
1ShoppingCart - eCommerce package with affiliate interface. 
http://1shoppingcart.com 
 
Aff Manager – Software. 
http://AffManager.com 
 
 
If after reviewing those sites you have questions, please feel free to 
contact me.  
 
I look forward to working with you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosalind 
******************************************** 
Rosalind Gardner 
The Wine Supply 
http://thewinesupply.com 
 
 
 

http://www.qksrv.net/click-211898-1031551
http://www.qksrv.net/click-211898-1031551
http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/default.asp?pr=1&id=63306
http://thewinesupply.com/
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Enter your own affiliate ID codes into the links for the sites you recommend.  
 
A note about placing affiliate links in email messages - I used 'cloaking links' in 
the sample emails above because the affiliate links given by 1ShoppingCart and 
MyAffiliateProgram are so long that they may be ‘broken’ by the time they get to the 
recipient.  
 
For example, my ‘1ShoppingCart’ affiliate link is: 
http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/default.asp?pr=1&id=63306 
 
Some email programs may wrap the line and the link ends up looking like this: 
 
http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/ 
default.asp?pr=1&id=63306 
 
The recipient clicks on the first part of the link and gets a 'Page Cannot be Found' error, 
which diminishes their trust in you immediately. It also loses the sale for you. So invest 
in link cloaking software to shorten up those long affiliate links. It'll also help protect 
your commissions. I use, and personally recommend, Affiliate Link Cloaker. 
 
Learn more about Affiliate Link Cloaker at: 
 
http://www.AffiliateLinkCloaker.com/  
 

http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/default.asp?pr=1&id=63306
http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/
http://www.affiliatelinkcloaker.com/?hop=webvista2.cloaklinks
http://www.affiliatelinkcloaker.com/?hop=webvista2.cloaklinks
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Google Adsense: A Lucrative Alternative to 
Product Sales 

Google's AdSense is a quick and easy way to generate revenue from a 
content-rich website.  
 
It all starts with Google Adwords, in which advertisers pay Google and Yahoo to have 
their ads appear next to search results.  
 
For example, as you can see in the graphic below, I searched Google for the term 
‘cosmetics’. In addition to the regular listings in the main body of the page, a number of 
ads for cosmetics appeared in the Sponsored Links section on the right side of the 
search results page.  
 
 

 
 
 
Google's AdSense program provides those advertisers with additional reach, by putting 
their ads onto additional Web sites.  
 
That’s where you, as an affiliate, can benefit. Google will pay you a commission for 
running the ads on your site. Anytime someone clicks on one of those ads on your web 
pages, you’ll earn a piece of the Google pie. 
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Here’s a screenshot of how Adsense appears on my site at: 
http://www.netprofitstoday.com/_resources/affiliate-marketing.html. 
 
 

 
 
 
Notice how the name of the page, affiliatemarketing.html, and the content are both 
related to ‘affiliate marketing’. Notice too how the ads are all related to affiliate 
marketing. 
 
Therein lies the art behind making Adsense work for you.  
 
The object is to write page content focused on a specific theme, targeting one or two 
keywords or keyword phrases. Adsense then ‘rewards’ you with ads related to the 
content of that page. Because your visitors are already interested in that topic, they’re 
more likely to click on the ad… and bingo! you earn a commission for the click. 
 
How much commission? Well, Google’s not telling. However, their reasons may have 
something to do with the legal contracts between Google and its premium distribution 
partners.  
 
However, estimates put the rates between 40 and 60% of Adwords rates and Adsense 
earnings. 
 
Although Google’s Adsense terms of agreement prohibits Adsense publishers from 
reporting their earnings, tales of riches abound. 
 

Chris Pirillo, best-selling author and creator of the Lockergnome series of online 
publications, reports clearing more than $10,000 a month. Jason Calacanis says his 
sites made $45,000 within the first four months. With permission from Google, Joel 
Comm displays a screenshot of his AdSense stats page for November 2004 on his 
Adsense-Secrets.com site showing earnings of $15,675.87 for the month. 

http://www.netprofitstoday.com/_resources/affiliate-marketing.html
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In February 2005, the Interactive Advertising Bureau (IAB) and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) announced that Internet advertising totaled nearly $2.7 
billion in the fourth quarter of 2004, the highest revenue quarter reported by the IAB. 
Estimates for the full-year 2004 totaled just under $9.6 billion – a 32% increase over 
full-year 2003.  
 
Forrester Research expects 30% growth in the search advertising sector in 2005.  
 
Do you want a piece of that pie? Then visit Adsense at: 
 
https://www.google.com/adsense/  
 
To learn how Joel Comm and others have made extraordinary incomes using Google 
Adsense, please visit: 
 
http://Adsense-Secrets.com 
 
 

https://www.google.com/adsense/
http://hop.clickbank.net/?webvista2/jcomm
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Affiliate Programs: 20 Questions to Ask 
Before You Join an Affiliate Program 

Before you join any affiliate program, there are a number of questions 
that need to get answered. Below is a list of 20 questions you should 
consider before affiliating with most merchants.  
 
If you can’t find an answer on the merchant's site, phone or email them. If contact 
information isn’t readily apparent on their Web site, don’t waste more of your time 
on that merchant - find another program. 
 
If you don’t get a response within a reasonable time frame, say 24 to 48 hours, then 
pass on the program. They may be more responsive to their customers and current 
affiliates, but will you know? Discovering that they are LESS responsive when you 
have a real problem is a bigger problem still. 
 
On the flip side, be sure that the answer to your question is NOT included in the 
affiliate package before contacting the program manager. They’re busy people, and 
answering questions that have been covered elsewhere, wastes their time. That 
makes for a lousy first impression. 
 
OK, let’s review those questions. 
 
 
1. Is the Company Reputable? Most merchants are reputable operators but just 

because someone has a Web site doesn’t mean that they’re legitimate and/or 
trustworthy. 

 
Obviously, you don’t have to ask Dell or eBayTM how long they’ve been in 
business. The concern here is about promoting an unknown merchant that 
may turn out to be a fly-by-night or dishonest operator.  
 
A few years ago, I was robbed by just such an operator to the tune of more than 
$700! Despite sending many emails and leaving a number of telephone messages, 
I heard and received nothing in return.  
 
I could have avoided that problem by doing just a little research. 
 
Commission Junction posts the date that merchants join their affiliate network. 
When I see that the company has been associated with Commission Junction for 
a year or more, I feel confident that they are in business to do business. 
Furthermore, some networks require merchants to have funds on deposit to 
ensure that affiliates are paid what they are due.  
 
Alternatively, check to see whether AssociatePrograms.com or Refer-it.com has 
reviewed the program. (I've noticed that a few of my ‘problem’ programs were 
NOT listed on either site. Lesson - check Allan's and Joe's directories FIRST!) 
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You can also search Overture to see how many ‘sponsored listings’ are returned 
for the product. If more than one listing is returned, the rest of the sites are 
probably affiliate sites. However, if only one listing is returned, the company may 
not permit affiliates to advertise their trademarked name. Regardless, please 
don’t click on those links and incur unnecessary costs to the advertisers. What 
goes around, comes around. 
 
Search Google for the site name. For example, if you want to promote 
‘HostRocket’ (a web hosting company), do a search at Google for “HostRocket”. 
Are thousands of results returned? Good! Now visit a number of sites that came 
up in the regular listings. Read the reviews and check for affiliate links on the 
site. Are the reviews positive and enthusiastic? You can also contact the 
webmaster of one of those sites and ask about their experience with the program.  
 
  

2. Is there an Affiliate Agreement? Most affiliate programs have agreements in 
place, primarily to cover their butts. However, these agreements should also cover 
yours. 
 
If the program you are considering doesn’t have an agreement published on the site, 
move on. Without an agreement, it’s much too easy for them to shaft you for money 
you’ve earned.   
 

 
3. What are the Conditions of the Agreement? Affiliate agreements are usually 

lengthy and peppered with long-winded legalese.  It doesn't matter. Read it 
completely and carefully or you could be in for a nasty surprise. 

 
For example, let’s say you invest several hundred dollars in PPC advertising to 
promote a particular product. In return, you earn a thousand or two from that 
program during the first month of promotion. It would very unpleasant to 
discover that the company only pays quarterly.  
 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to invest several hundred or 
thousands of dollars to promote a company that won’t invest five or ten bucks 
to write me a check every month. 
 
If you end up in a serious dispute with a company, agreements are usually 
interpreted under the laws of the state, province or country in which the company 
is located. Disputes are usually resolved by binding arbitration in that same state, 
province or country.  
 
Is it worth traveling from Rhode Island to California to argue over a couple 
hundred bucks? Probably not.  
 
So, protect yourself against nasty surprises by reading affiliate agreements from 
top to bottom.  
 

4. May I Terminate the Agreement? How? Most agreements contain a 
‘termination clause’ that outlines the terms under which you or the company can 
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end the affiliation. 
 
In most cases either the affiliate or the company may choose to cancel an 
agreement at any time without written notice of cancellation to the other. As an 
affiliate, you’d simply take down your links and that would be that. 
 
Do make sure that is the case, however. 
 
Way back when affiliate programs were new, I was required to sign and return a 
paper agreement that bound me to a 2-year contract with a merchant. I felt 
uncomfortable agreeing to such a stipulation without proof that their product 
would convert well to sales, or that they would pay on time. 
 
I should have trusted my intuition. The company, based in Tel Aviv, was 
excruciatingly slow to pay. I got sick of hearing ‘the check is in the mail’. 
Furthermore, the checks never jibed with their own statistics reporting.  
 
Frustrated with the situation, I removed all their links from my site and 
effectively ended our association, about a year before the agreement expired.  
 
Fortunately, the company did not take me to task on this point, and it all came 
out in the wash eventually. After an inexcusable delay, they finally coughed up all 
that was owed to me. 
 
Learn from that. Don’t sign an agreement that binds you to a company 
for a specified period of time. Your luck terminating the contract may not be 
as good. 
 
There are plenty of programs that do not require signed agreements. Simply try 
to avoid those that do. 
 
 

5. Is My Site Eligible for this Program? Pay particular attention to criteria that 
have been set for acceptance into an affiliate program. 

 
For example, the following excerpt is from the advertiser detail section at 
Commission Junction for its own recruiter program: 
 
Publishers will be accepted into the program based on the following criteria:  
 

• Quality and appropriateness of site(s) 
• Volume of traffic  
• At least a one-dollar sign ranking in the Commission Junction network 
• Own domain name  
• Compliant with the Commission Junction publisher service agreement  
• Directly related to performance marketing 

 
My site met all the criteria, but my application was rejected. I wrote to question 
their decision and asked for reconsideration. 
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In response, I received the following: 
 

In addition, publishers must be based in either the U.S. 
or U.K. and have at least a one-dollar sign CJ ranking, 
their own domain name, and a Web site that is compliant 
with the Commission Junction publisher service agreement 
and directly related to pay-for-performance advertising. 
Preferred publishers will have at least a one-star or 
higher Alexa rating. 
 

My site met all of the other 'additional' criteria, except that I am located in 
Canada. As I know of many sites promoting the CJ publisher program that aren’t 
based in the U.S. or the U.K., this geographic restriction made no sense to me. I 
wrote again to question this point. CJ’s subsequent responses were simply 
verbatim repeats of the previous paragraph.  
 
Therefore, read and understand ALL the criteria thoroughly. If you don’t 
understand a clausse, ask about it. The merchant’s response may not be fair or 
make sense, but at least you’ll have done your homework thoroughly. 
 

 
6. Is there a Fee to Join the Program? Ninety-nine point nine percent (99.9%) of 

merchants don’t charge a fee to join their affiliate programs. If they do, it’s not an 
affiliate program – it’s MLM, or a Multi-Level Marketing scheme. 

 
An example of an MLM network marketing ‘affiliate program’ is: 
 
Six Figure Income (SFI) – Help and inspirational materials for home-
based entrepreneurs. SFI is an organization that champions the home-
business lifestyle and provides its members with a multitude of resources 
designed to achieve maximum home-business success.  
 
I was featured as a member of the SFI $100,000 Club in the April 2002 issue of 
the Six Figure Income magazine. I am also a panel member in their ‘Ask the 
Experts’ section, and a member of the IAHBE, which stands for the International 
Association of Home Business Entrepreneurs. To learn more about SFI, go to: 
 
http://www.quickinfo247.com/1289465 
 
In order to earn income with SFI, you must purchase some of the company’s 
products each and every month to ‘qualify’ for sales earnings that you’ve 
generated within a month.  
 
That's MLM. 
 
Many people do very well with this sort of earnings scheme. Many do not.  
 

http://www.quickinfo247.com/1289465
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I believe MLM (network marketing) programs should refer to themselves as such, 
and leave the term ‘affiliate program’ for programs that are free to join. 
 

 
7. Does the Program Require Exclusivity? An exclusivity clause is one that 

stipulates that if you promote that merchant’s products you may not partner with 
merchants selling similar products.  

 
When Barnes and Noble started its affiliate program, it had an exclusivity clause. 
If you sign up with them now, you’ll notice that is no longer the case. Hmmmm. 
Was that clause detracting from their share of the affiliate market?  
 
Even if that company was the only provider of its type of service on the ‘Net, I 
wouldn’t agree to exclusivity.  
 
You can be sure that the moment you agree to be exclusive, a better product or 
service will come along, and you’ll be stuck with a bad agreement.   
 
This is your business, not your marriage. Keep your options open. 

 
Fortunately, not many affiliate programs have exclusivity clauses nowadays. But 
do be aware that they do exist, so keep your eyes open for them. 
 

 
8. What is the Program Type? There are essentially three types of affiliate 

programs: pay-per-sale, pay-per-lead, and pay-per-click.  
 

Pay-Per-Sale programs are also known as Partnership and Percentage 
Partners programs. These programs pay either a fixed dollar amount or a 
percentage of sales generated by your links.  
 
In Pay-Per-Lead programs, you earn a set amount whenever your customer fills 
out a survey or requests a quote or some information.  
 
Pay-Per-Click affiliate programs are similar to Pay-Per-Lead. Essentially you 
are paid each time one of your visitors clicks on the link through to that 
program’s site.  
 
As Pay-Per-Lead and Pay-Per-Click programs require huge volumes of traffic to 
generate serious revenue, I prefer Pay-Per-Sale programs because they 
are performance based. Doing business as an affiliate is about giving your 
visitors valuable information so they can make good product choices. Sending 
huge quantities of traffic to a merchant site so they can collect email addresses 
and spam large groups of people is valuable only to the merchant.  
 
Target a market effectively, give them what they want, and you’ll be rewarded 
handsomely with a percentage of the sale!  
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9. What is the Commission Rate? This is a VERY important question! It’s not the 
MOST important, but it is close! ☺ 

 
It’s absolutely essential that you understand commission structures and compare 
payout rates between affiliate programs. This will affect to what extent you 
promote individual products. 
Let’s look at some real examples. Let’s say you want to build a site around credit 
cards, in which you get paid a commission each time someone fills in an 
application.  
 
First you’d search advertisers and products at Commission Junction, by inputting 
the word ‘credit cards’ into their search box.  
 
You then sort the results according to payout per lead, from highest to lowest 
amounts, by selecting ‘Lead’ at the top of the column. When you click on ‘Sale’, 
advertisers are sorted according to payout per sale, from highest to lowest.  
 
Here are just a few examples of what I found during a quick search.  
 
Citibank Business Cards – Citibank will pay you $5.00 when a customer 
completes an application for a CitiBusiness Rewards or Platinum Select card.  
 
Discover Card - Commissions start at:  
$25 per approved Platinum Card Account  
$25 per approved Affinity Card Account  
$25 per approved Titanium Card Account  
$15 per approved Student Card Account  
 
First USA/Bank One - Offers a wide variety of credit card products including 
airline and travel rewards to exclusive co-brand card products. Commissions start at 
$30.00 and go all the way up to $50 per approved credit card. 
 
What a variety of commission structures and payout amounts amongst these 
merchants! 
 
As you can see, it’s very important to investigate each merchant’s program very 
carefully before applying to join.   
 
It would be a real disappointment to heavily promote the First USA/Bank One  
program, thinking that you are paid $50.00 per application, when in fact the 
applicant has to be approved before you are credited with the lead. 
 
Compare that to the Citibank structure which only requires the visitor to 
complete the application. 
 
As a rough guideline, look first for companies that pay the highest per sale and 
per lead commissions in your category of interest. Once you’ve established a short 
list, then you can start weeding out those that don’t make the grade. 
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10. Do I Get Credit for Recurring Sales? What happens when you stop promoting 
your merchant partners’ sites? In most cases, you'd simply stop earning. Your 
income would stop.... and the checks would stop coming.  
 
Because your income is limited by the number of customers you send to the 
merchant in a given month, you have to keep marketing your site to bring in new 
customers. Over, and over, and over again.  
Make a sale, get paid and that’s it. Your customer may buy more of the same 
product from your merchant partner, but you only get credit for the first sale.  
 
The merchant benefits indefinitely from your introduction of the customer to the 
product, and you get only one credit? 
 
Does that sound fair?  
 
You bet it’s not!  
 
However, there ARE affiliate programs that pay commissions on all 
recurring charges, such as monthly newsletter subscriptions and web hosting 
packages. As long as your customer keeps ordering the product, you get residual 
commissions that keep coming in month after month, after you made the 
initial sale. 
 
So, here’s the bottom line. If the affiliate program doesn't pay residual 
commissions on recurring charges, you're losing money.  
 
 

11. Does the Program Pay Lifetime Commissions? There is a difference between 
‘recurring’ or ‘residual’ commissions, and ‘lifetime’ commissions. 

 
A program paying residual commissions pays you every time the customer 
renews their subscription to a specific product. 
 
A program paying lifetime commissions pays the affiliate a commission for 
each and every product that the customer buys from that merchant, including 
residual commissions, if applicable. 
 
For example, let's say that you are earning recurring commissions on Mr. 
Samson’s web hosting subscription at Best Host Company. 
 
If the company doesn't offer 'lifetime commissions' and Mr. Samson upgrades to 
his own dedicated server at Best Host Company; you won’t get paid commissions 
on his monthly server fees because it’s a different product.  
 
If XYZ Company offers ‘lifetime’ commissions however, the customer you refer to 
them is "yours" for life, regardless of which Best Host Company’s products they 
buy. In the scenario above, you would be paid a monthly commission on the 
dedicated server fees for as long as Mr. Brown remains a subscriber. 
 
Joining programs that offer residual or lifetime commissions is an excellent way 
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to build a steadily increasing income. Once you make a referral, the checks keep 
coming in. So even when you take a vacation from your affiliate business, the 
checks for your residuals, will also keep coming in.  
 
How many other businesses pay you to take a vacation? 
 

 
12. Is the Program 2-Tier? Another way to increase your affiliate income is to take 

advantage of ‘2-tier’ affiliate programs. 
 

A "two-tier" program is one that offers two sources of income, the first for 
bringing in business, and the second for recommending new affiliates. Some 
programs pay a fee for each new affiliate that joins the program, while some 
others pay a percentage of the 2nd tier affiliate's earnings. Other programs pay in 
both situations.   
 
When the subject of 2-tier programs comes up, the question often arises as to 
whether two-tier affiliate programs are MLM (multi-level marketing) schemes.  
 
Well, let's take a look at a definition of ‘MLM’. 
 
“Also known as network marketing, MLM is essentially any business where 
payouts occur at two or more levels. For example, any company that 
compensates you for the sales you make, and also pays you a small percentage 
of the sales made by those you've recruited as sellers, is an MLM company.” 
 
According to that definition, 2-tier affiliate programs are MLM programs.  
 
Does it matter? Should it matter? 
 
Don't let the MLM association scare you or put you off. There are many reputable 
MLM organizations including Avon, Mary Kay Cosmetics and PartyLite Gifts, Inc. 
 
MLM gets its bad reputation from companies that focus only on recruiting new 
members and downline-building. Essentially the only ‘products’ these companies 
sell are memberships, which you must purchase in order to be eligible to build 
your own downline of members.  
 
Your primary concern is whether the company you sign up with is selling real 
goods and/or services that benefit its customers.  
 
Focus first on marketing the product, and secondly on recruiting affiliates. 
That's why it's called 2-tier. 
 

 
13. Are Cookies Used to Track Sales? A cookie is coded piece of information, stored 

on a computer that identifies that computer during the current and subsequent visits 
to a web site.  
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You may have heard that it takes 7 exposures to a product before people feel 
comfortable to buy that product. So what happens if a visitor from your site clicks 
through to your affiliated merchant site today but doesn't buy anything until a 
week later? Will you still get credit for the sale? 
 
Well, that depends on the duration of the 'cookies'. 
 
Cookies are text files that cannot be used in any way to harm you or 
your computer. Some people worry about viruses and such, while there is no 
need with cookies! 
 
You can take a look at the cookies stored on your own computer. 
 
For example, if you visit http://iwantu.com from my dating service review site 
at http://sage-hearts.com, and you have a PC, the cookie stored on your 
computer will be called yourname@dating.iwantu.txt and look something like 
this: 
 
 
 
BIGipServerhttp_pool#855746752.20480.0000#dating.iwantu.com/#1024#170
185792029540480#1283039984#29540196#* 
 
 
 
Coding in each cookie includes: 
 

o The use of the cookie.  
o Specific data  e.g. affiliate ID or banner image filename.  
o Where the cookie can be read from.  

 
 
How does a cookie affect whether or not you get credit for a sale? 
 
Well, cookies are coded to expire after a set amount of time. So, if the merchant 
gives cookies that last for 90 days, you get credit if a visitor from your site returns 
to the merchant and makes the purchase within 90 days. 
 
If your visitor purchases the product after the 90 days, and the cookie has 
expired, you're out of luck. You won’t get credit for the sale. 
 
Using the companies from the 'How Much is the Commission' section above, I see 
that Citibank sets 30-day cookies, while the Discover card cookies were set to last 
for only 1 day! In my humble opinion, you'd be crazy to promote the Discover 
card. To me, that's a clear-cut example of a merchant taking advantage of its 
affiliates. 
 
So it literally pays you to look for long-lasting cookies when choosing 
affiliate programs. 

 

http://iwantu.com/
http://sage-hearts.com/
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14. Are Sales Statistics Reported in Real Time? Can you imagine waiting a month 
to find out if you made a sale for a particular program?  

 
Suppose you were spending money to advertise a program and it took a month to 
assess the success of your promotional efforts. Would you join that program?  
 
No?  
 
Good! 
 
When signing up for an affiliate program, be sure that it offers real-time sales 
tracking, or something fairly close to ‘real-time’. Real-time actually means 
immediate, within seconds. Some sites have statistics that are delayed by 20 
minutes or an hour. That’s acceptable. We can live with that. 
 
Real-time sales reporting is another good reason to affiliate with merchants in 
affiliate networks like Commission Junction. 
 
To be competitive, most of the affiliate networks provide real-time reporting to 
their merchants and affiliates. Being part of the network means you don’t have to 
hunt around to find out whether real-time reporting is a feature of the program 
that you want to join.  
 

 
15. Are Sales Tools Offered? Most merchants offer their affiliates advertising copy 

and banner ads for placement on their sites. In many cases, you be able to generate 
the code with a click of your mouse, which you then paste into your page or in your 
newsletter. Some merchants also offer product datafeeds for their entire range of 
products. Using datafeeds, you can build a 1,000 item site in mere seconds!   
 
Many merchants also host the banners from their own sites, which saves you the 
trouble of downloading and saving the graphic to your computer, then uploading 
it to your server. Banners that are kept on the merchant’s server also reduces 
your bandwidth.  
 
Sales tools make an affiliate's job easier. In the “Plan & Build Your 
Site” section we'll look more closely at how to put these tools to use. 
 

 
16. Is Co-Branding Available? Co-branding is a form of customization, whereby the 

affiliate program permits you to "brand" a copy of the landing page on their site, with 
your logo and/or your site's "look and feel". 

 
This method gives your visitors the impression that they are still on your Web site 
which can improve visitor trust in 'your' products and result in increased sales. 
 
Many merchants offered co-branding when affiliate marketing first began on the 
'Net.  
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However, very few merchants offer co-branding nowadays. It's simply too much 
work for them to approve each and every affiliate's logo graphic. For sites that 
allowed affiliates to automatically upload logos, there was always the potential 
that the logo was inappropriate and/or not in keeping with the image the 
company wanted to maintain. Most affiliates aren't graphic artists. Who wants to 
have someone's tacky logo in the upper-right or left-hand corner of a site that just 
cost you a fortune to develop?   
 
I recently came across a co-branding opportunity offered by Websponsors. You 
can see the example at http://webvista.free2try.com. 
 
Note how the Web address is a subdomain of Free2Try.com which is owned by 
the Websponsors affiliate network, and 'Webvista' is one of my 'profiles'. If you 
visit that link, you can see that I've used the header graphic from my 
NetProfitsToday.com domain, making it look like a part of that site, rather 
than the Websponsors site.  
 

 
17. How Often Do I Get Paid? Compensation plans vary from merchant to merchant 

and program to program. Be sure you know what the payment plan is, or you could 
be in for a nasty surprise! 

 
Payment schedules vary depending on the program. I’m affiliated with programs 
that pay weekly, biweekly, monthly and quarterly. 
 

 
18. How Do I Get Paid? In Cash? Credit? Food Stamps? Payments are usually by 

check or direct deposit, although some companies pay in merchandise or service 
credits. 

 
A BIG bonus for those residing outside the United States is that almost all 
Internet companies do business in US Dollars! Woohoo! 
 
Be sure to confirm the currency that the company deals in however. For example, 
Ken Evoy’s company, and his 5 Pillar Affiliate program are based in Canada. You 
will automatically be paid in Canadian dollars if you live in Canada, and 
American dollars if you live anywhere else in the world. His program allows you 
to change that option if you are a Canadian who prefers to be paid in US Dollars. 
(Oh, yes please!) 
 

 
19. Does the Merchant use Third Party Billing? One nice thing about associating 

with merchants that are part of a bigger affiliate network is that you can count on the 
affiliate network to make sure the merchant has put enough money into their 
account to pay your commissions. 

 
Some networks go so far as to indicate how well each merchant's account is 
funded, allowing you to choose whether or not you should promote their 
products. Other networks will suspend the merchant's account until they've 
deposited sufficient funds. 

http://webvista.free2try.com/
http://netprofitstoday.com/


 
 

 
123 

 

You don't get that kind of security when you sign up for a program that is 
administered by the company itself. While you don't need to worry about Amazon 
or Match.com, it's sometimes hard to be sure about smaller unknown companies. 
 
One way to gain some security in that regard is to find out whether the company 
uses third-party billing to process their payments and handle affiliate 
commissions. A third-party processor takes in money from the customers, and 
makes sure that the affiliate receives what is due to them.  
 
Depending on the affiliate agreement, you may end up splitting the payment 
processing costs with the merchant. For example, one dating site I promote offers 
a 50/50 commission split and uses CCBill for payment processing. That fifty 
percent is reduced to 42.5 percent after CCBill’s 15% fee is also split.  

 
 
20. Is There a Minimum Payout Amount? Many programs require that you earn a 

minimum amount before they will issue you a check.  
 

For example, some merchants set their minimum payouts at $50 or $100. This 
makes sense (cents?) if your earnings for the month are $2.00 and it costs the 
merchant five dollars to cut you a check. 

 
 
In summary, don’t get cheated out of your hard-earned commissions. 
Ask all the right questions and make sure the affiliate programs are solid 
prospects by before you join. 
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Eeny, Meeny, Miney, Moe 

If you are having a hard time choosing between two similar products, the 
commission scheme and/or the brand name may be the deciding factor.  
 
If all else is equal – the product, site, program, etc. – I shouldn’t have to tell you to pick 
the program with the higher commission. 
 
For example, if you promote a review site that compares several similar products and 
services, you should carefully evaluate commissions on each different product to 
determine which product or service should be most actively promoted. 
 
Sometimes it’s a little tricky to compare potential income between two or more 
programs when the commission structures differ only slightly. 
 
Here are examples from two dating services that I promote. 
 
First I look at product pricing.  
 
Dating Direct 
 

• 1 Month costs just $19.95  
• 3 Months costs just $34.95  
• 12 Months costs just $84.95 

 
Yahoo Personals 
 

• 1 month for only $19.95 
• 3 months for only $44.95 
• 12 months for $99.95 

 
You can see that Dating Direct is slightly less expensive than Yahoo! Personals and 
therefore might be more acceptable to my customers. 
 
But I don’t stop there. Next, I check the commission rates.  
 
Dating Direct pays 75% per sale. That works out to: 
 

• $15.00 per 1  Month subscription  
• $26.21 per 3  Month subscription  
• $63.71 per12 Month subscription 

 
Yahoo! Personals pays a flat fee per subscription as follows: 
  

•  $10.00 per 1  Month subscription  
• $20.00 per 3  Month subscription  
• $40.00 per12 Month subscription 
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That works out to between 40 and 50% per sale, and considerably less than Dating 
Direct. So far, Dating Direct is emerging the clear winner, right? 
 
Not exactly. 
 
When you read the fine print at Yahoo!, you see that you can earn a 75% bonus over 
the base commission for each subscription when you generate more than 30 
subscriptions during a calendar month. That raises their commission rates to 
between 70 and 88%.  
 
Here are the new commission totals for Yahoo! Personals: 
 

• $17.50 per 1  Month subscription  
• $35.00 per 3  Month subscription  
• $70.00 per12 Month subscription 

 
With that kind of incentive, I’ll have no problem generating at least 30 subscriptions a 
month at Yahoo! 
 
Brand name is a big factor to consider.  
 
By now you've probably heard that it takes 7 exposures before people are willing to buy a 
certain product. 
 
By offering brand name products, the exposure and trust in a product has been 
accomplished for you, so that you don't have to bring the visitor back to your site up to 
seven times, before they are ready to buy.  
 
All else being equal, if you are given the choice between a totally unknown product, and 
a nationally-known brand name, it's usually prudent to choose the brand name.  
 
So, using the example above - even if Dating Direct’s commissions had been higher than 
Yahoo! Personals commissions, I would probably promote the latter more heavily to 
take advantage of their brand recognition.  
 
Yahoo! 
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Should You Affiliate with Bookstores? 

Adding books to your site that are relevant to your topic would seem like a smart 
thing to do. Most folks are online looking for information or entertainment, and 
what is more informative and entertaining than a book? 
 
It's a good plan, but there are drawbacks. 
 
I've personally made very little money selling books on my various sites. 
Amazon's top commission is 15% of the sale. That amount is reduced to 
5%, if your visitor arrives at Amazon from a specific product link on your 
site, but then buys a different product.  
 
Five percent of ten bucks is fifty cents. Granted, if you sell thousands of books, that'll 
definitely amount to a nice chunk of change, but if the books on your site are an 
'additional' offering, it's unlikely you'll ever make a significant sum of money selling 
books through an affiliate program. 
 
True, every little bit counts. However, if your main product pays you a commission of 
twenty dollars per sale, and your book links draw attention away from the main focus 
of your site, having an onsite library may actually diminish your total income.  
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Sorry, Your Application was Rejected 

A letter like the one below is very disappointing to receive.  
 
 
From: Overture Services 
Subject: Sorry, your application was not approved  
Date: 2003-01-16 12:31:05.0  
    
Dear Rosalind Gardner,  
 
Thank you for applying to Overture Services. We regret to 
inform you that your application was not approved for this 
program. This is not intended as disapproval of the quality 
or value of your Web site. Each advertiser determines how 
many and what types of publishers they will accept in their 
program for various reasons. You are welcome to apply to 
other advertiser programs in the Commission Junction 
network at any time. We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may cause you.  
 
For assistance, please use the "Support" drop-down menu at 
the top of this page.  
 
Best regards,  
 
Client Services  
Commission Junction  
 

 
To avoid receiving such a letter, be sure to read and understand all the ins and outs 
of the program you wish to join. Then dot your ‘I’s’ and cross your ‘T’s’ when 
submitting your application. 
 
Of course, even affiliate managers make mistakes sometimes. If you think you’ve 
received a letter like the one above in error, contact the affiliate program manager 
and very politely ask why your site was rejected. It’s also a good idea to state why you 
feel your site is a good match for the program. 
 
And now for the good news – I phoned Overture after receiving the above letter, and 
their program manager immediately reversed the decision.  
 
Although she didn’t give much credence to the fact that I spend a ton o' cash with 
Overture every month, she DID like the promotional methods I planned for their 
program.  
 
Hey, whatever works. 
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You're Fired! 

Not getting accepted into an affiliate program, for whatever reason, is 
hard to take, but getting terminated once you're 'in' is even worse.  
 
 
 
Dear Rosalind Gardner,  
 
We regret to inform you that you have been dropped from the First 
PREMIER Bank advertiser program, and you will no longer be 
affiliated with this advertiser as of 1/23/03. This is not 
intended as disapproval of the quality or value of your Web site. 
Each CJ advertiser has the option to determine how many and what 
types of publishers they will approve to their program, and they 
may also make changes to their program which warrant removing 
some of their publishers. In this case, the advertiser has 
supplied the following reason for removal:  
 
Website volume does not meet minimum requirement of 10,000 
visitors/month.  
 
You must remove any banners or links you are hosting on your Web 
site for this program at your earliest convenience. You are 
welcome to apply to and to host links from other Commission 
Junction advertisers at any time. Login to the member area at 
http://www.cj.com/login.jsp to find our current advertiser 
programs and to retrieve their links. Commission Junction values 
your participation in the CJ Network and we apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause you.  
 
Please be aware that this decision was not made by Commission 
Junction but by the advertiser. For assistance, please use the 
"Support" drop-down menu at the top of the Account Manager.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
Client Services  
Commission Junction 
 
 
 
OUCH! That's what happens when you join an affiliate program too soon. When setting 
up my credit card offers site, I applied early to the best merchants. As luck would have 
it, Christmas, New Year's and life got in the way, and I did no work at all on the site for 
almost two months. First PREMIER Bank saw no traffic coming from my site to theirs, 
so their program dropped me. 
 
To avoid having this happen to you, get 90% of your site together before applying to 
programs. In fact, I recommend that BEFORE applying to a program, write 
descriptions and endorsements for the products you plan to promote. 
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Once accepted, all you'll have to do is add your links and use a pay per click to drive 
traffic to your site right away. Not only will you build revenue faster, you'll prevent 
nasty occurrences such as the one above.  
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A Good Program to Join 

Below is an example of an excellent affiliate program welcome letter. It first of all 
thanks me for becoming an affiliate, then gives the information I need to assess my 
affiliate statistics, link to the product, and contact the company should I require 
further help or information. 
 
This beats the heck out of the affiliate program that sent me a welcome letter without 
telling me how to access the affiliate statistics interface and whose posted email 
address bounced when I wrote to ask them about it. Their contact form was also 
broken! Needless to say, I'm not promoting that product. The trouble is, I can't 
cancel the account either. Dumb. 
 
Anyway, here's an example of a GREAT affiliate program welcome letter, and a 
promising start to an affiliate relationship.  
 
 
Hi Rosalind,  
 
Thank you for becoming a Connected Satellite Associate.  
 
The Associates Referral Program has become a great success and 
has proven to be a steady source of income for all of our 
participants. This is a fairly long email, but PLEASE take the 
time to READ IT ALL. The information and tips will explain 
exactly how everything works and the different ways to earn 
referral fees. Taking the time to read everything in its entirety 
will pay off in the extra referral fees you get by setting 
everything up *right* the first time. You are getting this e-mail 
because you are a member of the Connected Satellite Affiliate 
program. Feel free to visit the ConnectedSatellite.com Affiliate 
Log-In page at any time. You can access it by clicking here:  
 
http://www.connectedsatellite.com/associates/index.html  
 
Your affiliate id is: *t*3*j*  
Your password is: *****  
Your specialized affiliate web URL is: 
http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/aftrack.asp?AFID=*****  
 
The address above is specific to your site. In other words, it 
puts a hidden code in the site to track how many visitors have 
linked from your site and how many of those have ordered. To view 
how many people have traveled from your site to ours or to see 
how many have ordered, go to the following site at anytime:  
 
http://www.connectedsatellite.com/associates/index.html  
 
Please do not get the 'reports' URL confused with the URL that 
you are to use as a link to us. It would be very embarrassing to 
yourself if you were to accidentally link a banner (or text link) 
from your site to a 'reports' site (that shows how many visitors 
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have linked through and how many have ordered) instead of our 
site. This 'reports' URL above is only for your personal use to 
see how many visitors have clicked through and how many have 
ordered (so you can see how much you are earning in real-time).  
 
================= First Thing To Do =================  
 
First you must decide how you want to incorporate Connected 
Satellite into your website.  
 
You can do one of two things (or both):  
 
#1) Text links  
#2) Banner links  
 
Many sites use BOTH types of links for their website. In other 
words, they have multiple areas on their site that they link to 
Connected Satellite and they use both text links and banners. 
Don't hesitate to link Connected Satellite from multiple areas in 
your website. Remember, the more people that see Connected 
Satellite links... the more people that link... the more people 
that order... the more referral fees you get. Keep in mind that a 
variety of banners is available on your online reports link.  
 
========== Text Links ==========  
 
We recommend that you link to us on your main page because of the 
exposure. You can have one of our banners on your site as the 
link to one of our products OR you can have a text link to us 
directly from your main page, your 'other links' page, or 
wherever you deem appropriate at your website. For example, if 
your site has a 'main menu' format on your home Page; you could 
have us listed in your main menu (if applicable). We recommend 
the main page because it has the highest exposure to your 
visitors, and of course, the more people that link to Connected 
Satellite web page, the more people that buy, and the more money 
you make.  
 
============ Banner Links ============  
 
This is by far THE MOST COMMON WAY PEOPLE LINK TO US.  
 
Most associate members have a banner on their main page and then 
on a few other sub-pages at their website. On the main page we 
recommend that you list us as high on the page as possible OR 
close to the links that go to other parts of your site; as that 
is where your visitors are looking and will see the link. No 
matter how you integrate it into your website, we give you 
complete control. You can find all banners, as well as complete 
and thorough examples on text and banner linking by visiting:  
 
http://www.connectedsatellite.com/associates/index.html  
 
=================== General Information ===================  
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If there is any confusion, please email our customer service 
department at affiliate_info@connectedsatellite.com.  
 
Our mailing address if you need it is:  
 
Connected Satellite  
4801 E. Indian School Road  
Suite 2  
Phoenix, Arizona  
85018  
602.957.7850 (within Arizona)  
888.251.0055 (nationwide toll free)  
 
Take care and best of luck, Ira Feuerstein President - Connected 
Satellite  
 
Enough for now. Tomorrow I will send some information about 
banner and text advertising.  
 
That letter provides ALL the information that I need to start promoting Connected 
Satellite. Merchants should all be so thorough in their affiliate welcome letters. 
Building rapport early in the game increases everyone's chances for success.  
 
 
Interested in becoming a Connected Satellite affiliate? Go to: 
 
http://connectedsatellite.com 
 

http://www.1shoppingcart.com/app/aftrack.asp?AFID=64553
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Types of Programs to Avoid 

As an affiliate marketer of Internet dating services, I'm always on the lookout for good 
quality dating sites and products to offer my single visitors. Merchants help me out 
when they let me know about their new products and affiliate programs.  
 
I was therefore thrilled when one of my friendly affiliate competitors got in touch to tell 
me that he'd started his own Internet dating service and affiliate program.  
 
Having launched a community membership site myself, I could fully appreciate the huge 
amount of time and money my friend invested to develop this new site. He was 
justifiably proud of his accomplishment and I was excited by the prospect of having a 
product to promote that would benefit everyone - my customers, my friend and me.  
 
Unfortunately, it didn't quite work out that way.  
 
The first stumbling block was the low commission. His top rate was 30%, with no 
commissions on recurring sales. This puzzled me. As an affiliate marketer of dating 
programs, he would have been aware that new sites offer at least 50% on new and 
recurring sales to entice good affiliates to sign up. If commissions on recurring sales are 
not offered, then the rates on new sales should be increased to between 70 and 100 
percent.  
 
In most cases, his affiliate program would have struck out for me at that point.  
 
However, as this was my friend's site, it occurred to me that perhaps his product was so 
unique that the potential for high volume sales might offset the lower commission. 
Hoping for the best, I continued my review.  
 
When I arrived at the site, the first thing I noticed was '6 registered members' 
prominently displayed at the top of the homepage. That normally wouldn't be a 
problem, except for the fact that my customers are looking for friends and soul mates. If 
I send them to a site where there are only six people to meet, they'll likely be 
disappointed. Worse, by wasting their time, they lose trust in my judgment and then I 
lose them as customers.  
 
That's not good. My customers are literally my bread and butter. Giving them what they 
want is how I stay in business. Paying for traffic that I send to a merchant site where 
there is nothing to buy, will put me out of business.  
 
(This is how a membership site should be structured. When starting a dating service, the 
merchant pays for advertising to bring people to their site. To entice visitors to sign up 
as members, he will initially offer his services for free. When the database is large 
enough to attract paying customers, the affiliate program manager then invites potential 
affiliates to join their program.)  
 
Even though my friend's program had already struck out for my customers and me, I 
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was still curious, so I kept on looking.  
 
I clicked next on a link labeled 'Dating Resources'. Expecting to find Internet dating tips 
and advice, I found links and banners pointing to Lavalife, FriendFinder and other 
affiliated dating sites instead. When I asked him about placing affiliate programs on his 
site, my friend said he simply wanted to supplement his income until the dating service 
got *rolling*.  
 
I can understand his motivation. However, what he doesn't understand is the concept of 
customer 'hijacking'.  
 
As an affiliate, you pay good money to get visitors to your site. You pre-sell your 
merchants' products and the merchant honors their end of the bargain by completing 
the sale and sending your commission check.  
 
You don't want to pay the merchant to send YOUR customers to THEIR 
affiliated merchants.  
 
I didn't need to look any further. I told my friend that I’d wait to sign up for his program 
and my reasons for holding off. Fortunately, he understood my concerns and quickly 
alleviated some of the problems I mentioned.  
 
Knowing when NOT to sign up for an affiliate program is sometimes a tough call.  
 
However, the process is very simple. Put yourself inside your customer's head. If the 
product doesn't benefit them, the program strikes out. It’s simple as that.  
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When to Drop a Program 

Sometimes you can't tell until after you've joined a program that it's not 
going to work out. Here are 3 experiences that convinced me to drop 
certain affiliate programs. 
 
1. Spammers - After signing up for a program that promotes a number of different 

credit cards and financial services, I started getting a ton of spam directed to the 
email address I'd set up specifically for this company. 
 
I wrote the affiliate manager and advised him that I was aware my email address had 
been 'sold' and that I wasn't impressed by having my trust betrayed. 
 
Not only did I not receive a response, soon afterwards I started receiving offers to 
join their affiliate program (the one I had already joined) directed to ANOTHER of 
my email addresses - the one I use only for domain registrations at GoDaddy.com.  
 
What that means, is that the affiliate manager, or someone in his company, uses a 
WhoIs service, or specialized software, to search for sites that would make good 
affiliate candidates.  
 
I emailed the affiliate manager again to let him know that I was aware of this 
practice, and that I would prefer to receive better ad copy to help me promote their 
products, as opposed to spamming me to join a program with which I was already 
affiliated.  
 
Again, no response.  
 
Guess what? One more spam email and I dropped their program. Their loss entirely. 
I don't affiliate with spammers, and I highly recommend that you avoid them as well. 
 
 

2. Inconsiderate Affiliate Managers - Here are some examples of notices that 
arrive too late to be of use, or at such a time as to cause significant grief. 
 
Hello Rosalind, 
 
The site is back to 100% normal capacity and fully 
operational. If you stopped sending traffic you can begin 
sending it heavily again! Thanks tremendously! 
 
CHEERS TO MORE TRAFFIC AND MORE SUCCESS! 
 
Thanks,  
CEO XYZSite.com 
 
Back to normal? Stopped sending traffic? Huh? There was NO prior notification sent 
to affiliates that any trouble existed with the site.  
It would be better NOT to send the 'update' at all in this case, as it only served to 
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make affiliates question how long the site had been down and how much revenue 
they'd lost during the outage. 
 
The following letter made me wonder if the affiliate manager had a clue. It arrived 
with the subject line: URGENT: Change your links on August 29! The email was 
received on August 28th. 
 
Dear XYZ Associate, 
 
We're about to reveal some very exciting changes this week 
that will make it easier than ever for you to earn commissions 
with us! To take advantage of these changes, you must change 
all the XYZ links on your site on August 29. Please read below 
for details… 
 
What's going on? We’re updating our look and changing our name 
to better reflect the fun and excitement we know singles are 
looking for. On August 29, we will become XYZ2.com™! 
 
What's " XYZ2.com™"? XYZ2.com™ will be everything that 
XYZ.com™ is, but better. We've improved our functionality and 
made the sign up process even easier. We believe these changes 
will encourage more of your visitors to become members...and 
that means higher commissions for you! 
 
What do you have to do? You *MUST* change your banners, tiles 
and links on August 29, 2001. We will not be able to track or 
compensate you for members that are generated through old 
links after that date. Please visit our Associates area now at 
http://associates.XYZ2.com.  and choose from the great new 
selection of banners, tiles and linking options. 
 
Want to make the most of this exciting change? Since you're 
changing those old links anyway, we encourage you to review 
how and where you promote XYZ.com.com on your site. You may 
want to consider including news about the exciting upgrade 
from XYZ.com.com to XYZ2.com.com in any newsletters or on your 
website. This is just the kind of change that gets people 
interested, and that could translate into increased 
commissions for you! 
 
Click below to log in to the Associates Program to choose your 
new links, but please note they will not be functional until 
August 29th! 
 
See you soon! 
XYZ2.comAssociates Program. 
 
So, in effect they wanted their affiliates to change and upload all their new links at 
exactly midnight on August 29th.  
 
Let's see… August. No one goes on vacation during August, right? No, of course not!  
 
 

http://associates.xyz2.com/
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Especially NOT in the Northern Hemisphere where this merchant is based. There 
was absolutely NO chance that affiliates might return from a week-long holiday to 
discover that they'd paid to send traffic to XYZ.com when their links were no longer 
valid. No, not a chance. 
 
I find it absolutely unbelievable that anyone, especially a businessperson, could be so 
thoughtless and inconsiderate. 
 
Although the company apologized for their 'oversight', they didn't offer to 
compensate those affiliates who lost out when they couldn't change their links in the 
nick of time. 
 
I was fortunate in that I was handy to my site and could change my links 
immediately, but I've severely curtailed my promotional efforts for this company 
until they prove themselves capable of showing respect and consideration for their 
affiliates. 
 
It’s been four years and I'm still waiting. 
 
 

3. Customer Complaints - Do you get repeated complaints about a specific product 
or service? If you have a good relationship with the Affiliate Program manager, pass 
your visitors comments along. If you don’t have the time, you just might want to 
drop the program. 
 
 

4. Slow Payments - Keep track of your affiliate program earning and the checks as 
they arrive. If a check is slow to arrive, contact the affiliate program manager and let 
them know. If the payments are often slow to arrive, it may be best to drop the 
program.  

 
 
I've joined, then dropped and later re-joined a program after improvements 
were made to either the product or the program.  
 
Don’t hesitate to do the same. After all, it’s YOUR money! 
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Prescription: Diversify or Die 

What would you do if your affiliate earnings suddenly dropped from $50,000 per month 
to $2,000 per month; or from $2,000 per month to absolutely no income at all? 
 
How would you pay your super-sized mortgage and auto loans? Never mind trivial items 
like shelter – who’s going to cover the groceries? Your mother-in-law? Forget it. She 
always knew you should get a ‘real job’ and now she’s going to lord it all over you. 
 
Don’t think that such catastrophes can’t or don’t happen. They can and they do. 
 
Merchants go belly-up and the checks stop arriving. Products become obsolete or illegal, 
and entire markets disappear. (Remember BETA video cassette players? They didn’t 
even make good boat anchors.) 
 
For example, let’s consider the implications of a news release put out by the DEA (Drug 
Enforcement Administration) in the United States, "DEA Unveils International Toll-
Free Hotline to Report Illegal Prescription Drug Sales and Rogue Pharmacies Operating 
on the Internet".  
 
Read the full press release here:  
 
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/pressrel/pr121504.html  
 
 
One issue here is doctors who prescribe drugs without seeing patients in person. It’s a 
dangerous practice, and medical questionnaires on pharmaceutical web sites don’t begin 
to solve the problem. 
 
As a result, doctors and online pharmacies in several states have had fines levied against 
them, and some pharmacies have had their licenses lost or revoked. 
 
OK, but how does that affect affiliates? 
 
Well, here’s a post I found on the RXAffiliateForum with the subject line "My 
Conversation with the FBI". 
 
"I spoke with the Special agent in charge for the southeastern 
region for INTERNET pharmacies.  I was told in no uncertain terms 
it is illegal to dispense medications without a doctor/patient 
relationship.  The FBI, DEA and other regulatory and enforcement 
agencies are investigating all websites that operate in this 
fashion”. 
 
“In addition there is no distinction between websites (read 
‘affiliate websites’), Ops (Online pharmacies) and pharmacies.  
Just a heads up." 
 
Just a 'heads up', indeed! 

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/pressrel/pr121504.html
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Here’s another post that I found at RXAffiliateForum.com. 
 
 
"I've taken HUGE losses in the OP (Online Pharmacy) industry. ABC 
Merchant Site (name changed) owes me over $15,000! And XYZ 
Merchant Site (name changed) owes me over $5000! …There are 
people who have lost 2, 3, 4... even 5 times the amount that I 
have! And I've lost over $20,000! If you read through old posts 
on this forum, you will find TONS of people in the same boat. 
Some people have even taken legal action... but very few have got 
any money." 
 
 
After those online pharmacies pay their fines, there probably isn’t much left to cover 
their affiliates’ commission checks. 
 
According to Richard A. Chapo, Esq. of AdultInternetLaw.com, "it is clear that affiliates 
of online pharmacies can be prosecuted in states such as Nevada".  
 
Mr. Chapo encourages webmasters of online pharmacies  to "review the programs they 
are promoting to make sure that they are not in conflict with the Controlled Substance 
Acts of various states, such as Nevada. There is little doubt that the industry will see 
many more prosecutions in this area of the online industry." 
 
Scarey, huh?  
 
Yes, but the point is not to scare you away from affiliate marketing.  The point is that 
there are potential ‘problems’ with any business that you start, and you need to be both 
cautious and aware.  
 
So, what’s the prescription for protecting yourself from sudden earnings collapse? 
 
Well, just like you can’t expect to stay healthy or thrive on a steady diet of cake, neither 
should you hope to maintain or grow an affiliate business with a single type of product. 
 
There are thousands of merchants with affiliate programs, and tens of thousands of 
products in different markets from which to choose, so start choosing. Expand and 
diversify your product range to build a solid and healthy affiliate business! 
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Save Time with a “Ready-Made” Business 

I'm always on the lookout for new income streams that can generate profits without a lot 
of work. So are other affiliate marketers. Here are two emails that I received just 
recently...   
 
 
 

Dear Rosalind: 
 
Is there any affiliate work you can start without having 
a web site and just a URL, or do you need a web page 
first? (I received some advice that you could be an 
affiliate without an actual web page) 
 
Thank you, 
Vaughn Kauffman  
 
 

 
 

Hello, 
 
I enjoy your newsletters and your very helpful website.  
I am dead set on making it in Internet business but I 
don't know any HTML code.  Is that necessary for setting 
up an affiliate program?  
 
I appreciate your help! 
 
Best Regards, 
Steve Neville 

 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, most of the 'ready-made' business sites that I've come across to date 
haven't impressed me as being particularly beneficial for affiliate marketers or 
visitor-friendly. Most are also much too expensive for what was being offered. 
 
There is one ready-made affiliate marketing business that I do recommend however, 
and that is CBMall. The 'CB' in CBMall stands for ClickBank, and I love Clickbank! It 
sells only digitally downloadable products, which are the hottest selling products on 
the 'Net! CBMall offers thousands of the top-selling, most popular products from the 
ClickBank network.  These are the best of the best, and they got there because the 
product owners know how to convert browsers into buyers.  
 
Clickbank's own Marketplace is quite difficult to sift through if you are looking for 
good products to sell. The beauty and brilliance of CBMall therefore, is that CBMall 
makes all the best of Clickbank's products easy accessible in one place.    
 



 
 

 
141 

 

Here are some examples CBMall ease-of-use, automation and support: 
 

* You don't need a web site 
* No HTML required  
* Plenty of marketing ideas and bonuses 
* Built-in affiliate program 
* ClickBank handles all the credit card processing 
* Jeff Mulligan offers TONS of fast and friendly support 
* Newsletters and eCourses that make YOU money 
* Automated income streams all over the place 

 
 
To learn more about CBMall, sign up for Jeff's free eCourse, ‘15 Powerful Ways CBMall 
Makes You Money’ at the link below. The course details the power and sophistication 
behind CBMall.  Understand this, and you'll see why CBMall represents a new trend in 
affiliate programs. 
 
You'll also see some major names in Internet Marketing on the testimonial page at 
CBMall. Terry Dean called CBMall, "the perfect second stream of income", which is 
pretty high praise. 
 
As a FIRST stream of Internet income, CBMall could help you make some cash while 
you learn all about the affiliate marketing business. 
 
http://www.CBMall.com/ 
 

http://libma.cbmall.hop.clickbank.net/
http://libma.cbmall.hop.clickbank.net/
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